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[-REASAANG AST Night I took leave of Mr. Aimwell, 











ie °G “Ne Who is going in a few days to fpend the 
Uae BA ef remainder of the Summer at his V7//a in 
va HANG Jeire. Harrict was not at home, 
Ne. 3 AV but called on me this morning, to pay me 
OS $6 a farewell vifit, attended by two of her 


favourite Companions Mifs Gzddy, and Mifs Bright, the Girl 
who pleafed me fo much when I read the Hiftory of Zz- 
lima. I was fitting at my defk with my huge Common- 
Place, already mention’d, before me, when a violent rap at 
the ftreet door rouzed me from my meditations: but before 
I could walk from my chair to the window, my Landlady 
came up fimpering to the door of my apartment, and in- 
formed me that three very fine young Ladies defired to 
foeak with me. As foon as I had ordered her to admit 
fuch creditable vifiters, they rufhed into my room, and 
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after dropping a few curt’fies, and “ your Servant,” and 
“ good morrow Mr. Bassiez, and fo forth” took their 
places in three chairs, which I ranged in a row for them 
with all poffible expedition. After they had been feated 
about a minute and a half, Mifs Gzddy bounced up, flew 
to the Mantle-piece, which is always furnifhed with my 
Tobacco-box, a {mall Wax-candle, an Urinal, and a little 
paper Lamp of my own twifting, and fcream’d out, “ Lard 
«Mr. Basie, what furniture for a Chimney ? Why you 
“are quite an old Batchelor indeed; but pray is it ne- 
“‘ ceflity, or want of tafte, that makes your Apartment fo 
‘© forlorn? What, have you no China, no old Tea-cups, no 
<< jittle Dolls, no Bottles? For heaven’s fake have fome of 
“them: if you would employ me, Mr. BaBBLE, to lay out 
“your money for you, I would fend you home the {weeteft 
** Collection of Bulls, Bears, Monkies, Tygers and Puppies 
“© you ever faw.’ — And pray Madam, faid I, what would 
be the expence of purchafing fuch fafhionable Ornaments ? 
— “Oh! but a trifle, cried fhe, not above thirty guineas: 
*© for I fuppofe you woud’nt defire Images: they indeed 
“come pretty high: Lady Bell Bawble’s China coft four- 
“ fcore pounds, but then it is vaftly elegant, and there are 
“ feveral tall Figures.” — Mifs Bright {miled at the very 
trifling expence Mifs Giddy would put me to, and faid, 
«J don’t imagine the decorations you propofe, my dear, 
«© would give Mr. Bags e the leaft fatisfaction: nor can I 
“think they would be fuitable to the reft of the Furniture, 
“ which is not at all modern, though very proper for the 
“ Apartment of a Man of Letters.” — ‘* Perhaps, Child,” 
cried Mifs Armzell, ** you never were in the Apartment of a 
“ Philofopher (for by that title lam generally diftinguithed 
“ in the Amwell Family) before.” — “ No, indeed,” replied 
Mifs Giddy, “‘ and therefore I have a vaft curiofity to fee 
“ every thing in it. Pray, what are thefe,” continued fhe to 
me, {izing a couple of hand-fcreens. Flappers, Madam, 
faid I, did you never read Gualfver’s Travels ? ——“ O! 
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“ makes me go to fleep.” —-“ Thefe things, faid I, are 
“to prevent all kinds of drowfinefs and ftupidity; when I 
*‘ put them into the hands of a fkilful Perfon, he or fhe 
‘is to exercife them with difcretion, according to the na- 
“ture of the diforder, and the difpofition of the Patient.” 
— Lard, faid fhe laughing,’ well, that is vaftly clever — 
I fhould like of all things to flap fome of my acquaint- 
ance; I know an infinite number who are the moft 
{tapid and idle drones in the world: there is Lord Lzfe- 
lefs, Capt. Drowfy, Brlly Lownge, and Sir Szmon Saunter. 
— O! I can’t tell you half of them — fo pray do, dear 
Mr. Bazpsre, lend me thefe odd things, and I wiil work 
them — 1 fhall never want employment. — Lard, what 
{trange Pictures you have — who is this hideous old Fel- 
low with an immenfe beard; it is as long again as Lov- 
tard’s. — Softly, Madam, faid I, let us talk of one thing 
at a time, if you pleafe; I love method. Lard well 
that is fo formal, and fo like an old Man, cried fhe, but 
I fuppofe you muft have your own way — Come, what 
would you fay now? Why I fay Madam, that you have 


mentioned feveral of my Sex, whom you think want to be 





flapped, but not one of your own. Pray, are you ac- 
quainted with no indolent Women? — O yes, cried fhe, 
a thoufand Huth, hufb, my dear Gzddy, cried Mifs 
Bright, Mr. Bassie is only laughing at us: but I have 
a few queftions to afk him — Pray Sir, how comes it 
that you who can moralize fo prettily, and not only tell 
us of our faults, but put us in a way to correct them, 
fhould give us the flighteft reafon to be cenforious, you 





who know our weaknefs, and know that we cannot re- 
fift the charming opportunity of railing again{ft our deareft 
Ay, Gardy, faid Mifs “mwell, that is not 
acting in character, indeed; befides, every body will allow 
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that there are more lazy Men than indolent Women. — 
Yes, that his great Chair can witnefls, cried Mils Bright, 
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Lich he had not once the politenefs to offer to us.— 


wi 
Hold, hold, fweet Creatures, cried I, two at a time can 
never be endured: {pare me a moment, and I will tell 


you 
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you frankly that I did not offer it to either of you for 
fear of creating contentions, and of making the moft in- 
timate acquaintance Rivals. — Then you really thought, 
faid Mifs Bright, that. we fhould have accepted of it with 
pleafure? but indeed you are miftaken, Mr. Basse, we 
are not of fo indolent a difpofition: Eafe is the laft thing 
a Woman of Spirit thinks of: our little Heads are too 
full of mifchief to think of lolling quietly in an Elbow- 
Chair. Gadding, Chattering, Singing, Laughing, Dancing, 
Intriguing, and making fools of the Fellows, are the fu- 
preme delights of a Woman on this fide fifty. A 
very pretty Catalogue of-amufements, Madam, cried I, 
but dear Mifs Bright, let me give you a little advice: 
“‘ Take care how you proceed in your laft mentioned de- 
“light: Men are terrible Creatures when they are pro- 
“ voked, and often difappoint credulous Females, when they 
“think they are leading them by the nofe. Many fan- 
“ suine Girls, have paid dear for their rafhnefs in Love- 
*¢ affairs.” — ‘* Not thofe who have had good cards, and have 
played them to advantage, faid fhe: —do you think I 
don’t underftand reverfing, forcing, fineffing, fecfawing, the 
rubbers and the odd trick ?— Upon my word, Madam, 
faid I, you are a notable Gamefter, and indeed much 
more knowing than myfelf, fo knowing that I long to 
be favoured with a few Inftructions. —O fie, Mr. Barp- 
BLE, cried fhe, I muft not reveal the fecrets of the Game 
to an Enemy: however, as you are very good humoured 
and turned of fixty, it don’t much fignify; fo if we have 
time, I will explain the Myfteries of my Art. Come, 
make hafte then, dear Child, faid Harriot, for I have 
twenty Shops to call at.— Aye, faid Mifs Giddy, and I 
am quite weary of fitting here. — ‘* Every Woman, {aid 
“ Mifs Bright, begins by reverfing, that is, oppofing gently 
“the firft sendrcffe of her Admirer, not becaufe fhe diflikes 
“him, but becaufe fhe wants to bring him on fafter: for 
“ your Sex are the perverfeft Creatures in Nature, and al- 
‘ways play at crofs-purpofes. Forcing is the next Rule, 
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“' for you, to declare it: there are feveral ways of doing 
“this; the firft and moft fuccefsful is, by flattering him, 
‘« and telling him you fhould like juft fuch qualities in a 
“‘ Lover which you know he is poflefs’d of : if he won't 
“‘ nibble at this bait, a Rival handfomely introduced, and 
‘‘ broad hints given that you may have another Man, but 
‘‘ your heart is already engaged, with a few proper looks, 


“are never-failing Lures: but a Woman mutt be very . 


* fure that a Man likes her, before fhe behaves in this 
“‘manner to him, otherwife her forcing will fpoil all, 
‘* Seefawing is never practifed by fkilful Players, but 
‘‘when they can depend upon their Man; and is in 
‘plain terms nothing but downright Coquetting. To 
‘‘ be one day in a good humour, the next grumpy, to be 
“as variable as a Weathercock, to like and diflike the 
*‘ fame thing in five minutes, and to be of an hundred 
“and fifty minds in half an hour; thefe are the artifices, 
“to practife which a great deal of Judgment is requifite, 
‘‘ and few Women dare venture to /ee/aw in this age, for 
“ they are frequently by fo doing taken in for the Rud- 
‘< ders, but feldom gain the odd trick, Matrimony. — 
“* Fineffing is {eldom practifed but by exceeding fine Wo- 
“men, and your very knowing ones indeed, and is no 
‘* more than firft drawing them on to make a declaration, 
‘«‘ and then leaving them in the lurch. Fuzzing, though 
“ frequently practifed at the Whift-Table by the beft 
‘‘ bred people in the World, is not fo common in Love- 
‘« Matters, except among Parfons’, Juftices’, and Farmers’ 
‘¢ Daughters in the Country, who, not finding a plentiful 
«Crop of Admirers, eather midfummer rofes, fow hem) 
«< feed, and eat dumb cake for luck.” — I laughed hear- 
tily at my lively Vifiter’s explanations of her terms, 
which I thought were deliver’d with much fancy and 
fome juftnefs, and I rofe from my great Chair, and 
thanked her in the beft manner I was able. She 
{miled and faid, ‘*‘ Now don’t be wicked, and make dif- 


“ coveries among the young Fellows of your acquaintance, 
Rr ‘© for 
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“for pofitively I never would have told you fo much, 
“only I thought you were too far advanced in Life to 
“‘ make any advantages of thefe fecrets I have difcloted :” 
— but, my dear Harrzot, ‘tis time to leave the Philofo- 
pher to his own Contemplations — here’s Gzddy is almoft 
dead with the Vapours — aye do, let’s go to Carr’s, faid 
Giddy, I have tumbled over every Mercer’s Luftrings in 
Town this Seafon but 47s, and I cannot go peaceably 
into the Country till I have feen all. -——I then waited 
on them down Stairs; and though I was mightily pleafed 
to have three fuch Girls feen tripping out of the houfe I 
lodge in, I could not help being fomewhat anxious 
about Harriot, under the guidance of fuch an experienced 
Inftructrefs — what a Game may fhe not play ? — but 
fhe has no doubt been long acquainted with all thefe 
tricks, and is a knowing one already ; — an ignorant 
young woman in this enlightned age is rara avis in ter- 
vis.—- Their chearful prattle, however, diverted me fo 
agreeably, that I was in a very pleafant mood the reft of 
the day. People may fay what they will, but there is a 
charm in a Woman’s Coinpany, that makes a Man, aye, 
even an old Man, quite another thing. 


x R.A. Mh 


Ty the laft Number Page 109 for flaunting, read flaunting; for turned 
read twined. Page 110, for ereéied read created. Page 113, for 


wait read walk. Page 114, for concluded read thought. 
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